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ISCAMATTERS
Headteachers News
Time always seems to fly by her at Isca and it has certainly been a busy
term. In the December newsletter, I mentioned the imminent official opening
of Isca Academy's first Combined Cadet Force Royal Marine Cadet
detachment, and in March that day arrived with an Official Opening
Ceremony. The afternoon exceeded our expectations and we were delighted
to have Commander Gavin MacDougall attend. We had 26 cadets on
parade who conducted themselves brilliantly and were thrilled to have their
time in the spotlight!
The Student Council have been keen to tell us this term what they think
forms the perfect lesson, helping staff to improve the way that teaching and
learning is delivered across our school. Our Year 9 and 10 Student Leaders
undertook a day of Student Leadership training with the education charity
Coachbright, who were extremely impressed with their enthusiasm and
maturity. This training has given our Student Leaders both the skills and the
confidence to support some of the younger members of our school
community, and judging by the feedback received so far from both students
and parents, their support and dedication has been very well received.
Also this term, Isca Alumni have been busy inspiring current students. Alex
Gregory took time out of her final year at Cardiff University to deliver an
inspirational speech at our Academic Awards evening in January. Sophie
Knight and Hannah Holmes, who give up their spare time to run Isca’s
successful extra-curricular Dance Club after school, both performed in and
choreographed several numbers in this year’s Dance Fusion showcase,
much to the delight of the audience. Our Alumni are an incredible asset to
our school and we do hope that our Year 11’s leaving us this year will want
to stay in touch too.
We are extremely proud of our Year 11 students and how they are working
hard to prepare for their forthcoming exams. The after school revision
sessions have been very well attended so far this term and the students are
continuing to make excellent progress. As well as subject specific revision
with teachers, Secrets to Success runs in the library for three nights a week
from 3.15-4.30pm. All students are welcome to come along for some quiet
revision time, with a member of staff available to help with revision tips and
provide tea, toast and biscuits to aid concentration! The school will also be
open during the Easter Holidays for additional revision sessions, with
students having chosen from a menu of subjects available.
Whilst the Easter break represents a chance for students to revise as we
approach the exam season, it should also be a time for them to breathe and
steady themselves. This is a time for all of our students to reflect and think
about the future, their ambitions and dreams, but also to focus on their own
wellbeing, by finding opportunities for enjoyment and laughter. I would like
to wish you all a restful Easter break and look forward to seeing you again in
the Summer Term.
Aimee Mitchell, Headteacher

Visiting The Globe Theatre, London

Isca Academy travelled to Shakespeare’s Globe on Wednesday 20th March 2019 to see the school’s
performance of Romeo and Juliet. We travelled to London in the morning at 6am, we were all very tired.
After a long coach journey and a stop we arrived in London. First of all we went on a quick tour of the
Tate Modern and managed to get on to the viewing platform. We marvelled at the great views across the
river and at the amazing architecture. After lunch outside, we headed into the Globe theatre and were
handed a programme - inside you could read about the actors, and many other interesting facts along
with some important information about the play. In the back of the programme I was very surprised to see
our school name with multiple others too!
The play was the best performance I have seen at the Globe. I have been to three shows with Isca
Academy at the Globe and they’ve all been great but this was so good. There was also a lady
interpreting the show in sign language. At first I thought she was part of the play as she was almost as
good as some of the actors and she was very energetic. I highly enjoyed the play and found it very
helpful, especially considering I have exams in a few weeks. We then returned back to the school and
made our way home.
Josh Clarke Year 11

Year 8 Options
Many thanks to all the parents that attended our Year
8 Options event in March to start the process of
looking at the choices available to students as they
move toward starting GCSE courses in September.
Students also had the benefit of an afternoon
Options Fair where staff had lots of examples of
GCSE work available for them to examine and were
very passionately stating the case for their subjects.

Upcoming
Theatre Trips
The Three Musketeers by award winning
company La Navet Bete, at Exeter
Northcott on Friday 3 May, 1400 hours
Open to all Year 7 and Year 8 students
Transport to the Theatre will be provided
but students will need to make their own
travel arrangements for the return journey.
The English Team are very excited to
announce an opportunity for Year 10 and
Year 11 students in November 2019
(current Year 9 and Year 10) to travel to
London to see the National Theatre’s
renowned production of An Inspector
Calls at the New Wimbledon Theatre.
This play is rarely performed live yet is a
key GCSE text so we will be offering the
trip to KS4 students to be able to enjoy the
performance live on the London stage.
Booking for these trips next term!

Isca Academy Awards Evening 2019
On January 24th 2019 Isca Academy celebrated the
successes and achievements of our students at our
annual awards evening.
Students from throughout the school received awards
for both their progress and resilience, rewarding effort,
ability, improvement, contribution and support for their
peers.
Each subject area awarded prizes to a student from
Year 8,9,10 and 11. We were also pleased to invite
back Hannah Holmes who was presented with the
Year 12 ‘ISCA’ Award.
The evening was well attended and supported by
families and we welcomed Rob Bosworth, Vice
Principal of Exeter College as our guest speaker, and
ex-student Alex Gregory also spoke about her
experience at Isca as a student and her journey to
University since then.
Congratulations to all our award winners.

Music and Performance at Isca Academy

Corpse Bride
For the last 6 months, the Isca Drama Club have been rehearsing their own version of the fabled love
story of the Corpse Bride. This production was adapted and directed by Year 11 student Jack Powell,
who has led the group professionally throughout and gained from his actors a really high standard of
performance and dedication to a project that they have had the opportunity to shape and develop through
the rehearsal process. The dark humour of the piece was brought out by the natural comedic instincts of
the students who gave great individual and ensemble performances. Huge congratulations to all that took
part in this project, you put on a great show and should be very proud of your achievement!

Bugsy Malone
On Tuesday 2nd April, 10A Drama group performed extracts from Bugsy Malone to an audience of family
and friends. The performance was professional, full of energy, and full of talent. The whole cast were
spectacular, but special mentions go to Tom Ashworth-Bradford who played Bugsy and Holly Sully who
played Blousy. This performance was Miss Lambert’s last here at Isca and there was a round of
applause for her work and some emotional speeches to end the evening. She will be missed,
particularly by this cohort of students.
“You give a little love and it all comes back to you, La la la la la la la, You know you’re gonna be
remembered for the things that you say and do, La la la la la la la”.

Dance Fusion 2019

The annual Isca Academy dance show took place on March
28th and featured a wide variety of dance styles and influences
from students across the school. Both GCSE Dance course
students and the lower school dance clubs delivered a high
standard of performance and professionalism. Special thanks
goes to Hannah Holmes and Sophie Knight who have been
coming back to Isca to coach the extra curricular dance club
every week. Their contribution means that the standard of
Dance in the school continues to grow. We look forward to
future performances from these students.

CCF - Combined Cadet Force
The Official Opening Ceremony of the CCF Detachment took place on Tuesday 26th March. Following
several sessions of drill instruction from Sgt J. Booth RM, Lympstone, the cadets managed to hold their
nerve and pulled off a credible display in front of their parents/ carers and the inspecting officer –
Commander Gavin MacDougall RN. Also in attendance were the Deputy Lord Mayor Councillor Rachel
Lyons, Commander Pennie Burne RNR and Moria Marder, CEO of TWMAT. Additional support for the
occasion was provided by the Royal Marines Youth Team lead by WO2 Stuckey RM. Overall it was a
marvelous afternoon and after the ceremony the cadets led a variety of informative activities which
enabled the visitors to see some of the skills they have learnt over the past 6 months.

The CCF Detachment has had a busy term - mastering the
discipline of weapon handling, experiencing a very muddy team
building session at the Royal Marine CTC, Lympstone’s infamous
bottom field assault course and demonstrating their swimming
capability with confidence as some cadets wore old military
uniforms with webbing and jumped off the 3m board (that’s 10 feet
in old money!) at CTC’s indoor pool. The final activity of this term
took place on Woodbury Common Training area with the
Detachments first 24 hour field exercise. A total of 21 cadets made
their own bashers (shelters), cooked their rat packs (army food
rations) and learnt new skills to enable them to live comfortably and
self-sufficiently in the field – a great way to finish a busy term!

Isca Ski Trip 2019
In February Half Term 46 pupils from Year 8 to Year 11
went on Isca Academy’s biennial Ski Trip. The trip once
again went to Austria, this time choosing the picturesque
resort of Zell-am-see. The trip was hugely successful and
a once in a life time experience for the pupils and staff who
attended.
Pupils were split into four ability groups after an
assessment and some fun warm up races. We were led by
fantastic instructors from a local Ski School. Each group
had at least 4 hours of lessons per day over their six-day
visit. The improvement in skiing ability of all four groups
was absolutely remarkable, with the whole group, many of
who hadn’t skied before, heading up the main lift by Day 2.
Going to Zell-am-see meant that we had several different
ski areas to explore. Day 5 saw the pupils taking part in a
timed race around gates, all pupils did very well but Daisy
was the overall winner and has been encouraged to attend
race training at Exeter Ski Slope.
The ‘joker of the day’ hat was well passed around and the
winners all set a high standard! There were broken poles
and lost gloves. Ethan had a go at losing every piece of
his kit at some point in the week and Andrew took a wrong
turn and had to hike back up a red run with Mr Ireland. The
‘hero of the day’ title was also keenly contested with Harriet
being an amazing role model and George helping and
encouraging his friends.
For après-ski, there was a trip for Austrian Skittles and an
Ice Hockey match, a ski show, a bin bag fashion show and
a pizza evening. Thank you to all the pupils who were
excellently behaved, good company and we hope that they
enjoyed their trip. Pupils had the freedom after skiing to
check out the local shop and enjoyed getting to grips with
Austrian snacks!
The trip enjoyed glorious blue, cloudless skies for all but
the last day when we were treated to high winds and
intense snow for the complete ski experience. Special
thanks to all the staff; Mr Rogers, Mr Adams, Miss Brown,
Miss Thompson, Miss Humphries and Mr Ireland who
accompanied the trip during their holiday.
Details of the 2021 Ski Trip are likely to be released in
September.

Dementia Friendly
As a school we have joined the Exeter
Dementia Action Alliance (EDAA) who are trail
blazing in their mission to work towards a
Dementia Friendly City.
There are around 850,000 people in the UK
living with dementia and we recognise the need
to for us all to understand more about the
condition and how we may support people living
with dementia and their families in the
community by taking small actions.
We are delighted that Gina Awad, Founder &
Lead of the Exeter Dementia Action Alliance
(EDAA) will be visiting us to deliver a Dementia
Friends information session to some of the staff
team and help us learn more about dementia.
The session will be informative and is an
invaluable starting point before we share this
important work more widely with the students.
Gina says “We believe that a dementia friendly
Exeter requires greater community awareness
and opportunities to live well with dementia.
We understand that change comes when people
commit to practical actions that help build a
dementia friendly community. Whilst we do not
provide a direct service we inspire and empower
organisations to take action.
Dementia requires a whole community response
and I’m really looking
forward to supporting Isca
Academy with their
commitment to learning
more”.
Gina Awad was awarded a
British Empire Medal in
October 2018 as part of
the Queens Birthday
Honours.

The Faraday
Challenge
Competition
In February, Year 8 students took part in the
annual IET Faraday Challenge, an engineeringbased competition for schools.
Six teams of six students, aged 12-13 years,
compete against one another to see who can
design, create and promote the best solution to
a given challenge. All challenges are genuine,
real-life engineering problems.
4 teams of Isca Academy students competed
against 2 teams from Cranbrook Education
Campus. Each team overcame their own
individual challenges and all gained some
valuable experience from participating.
Group 3, pictured below won the trophy and
each received a £10 Amazon gift card. They did
an amazing job coming up with a design that
was environmentally friendly and would save
both time and money. It was a way that clean
room suits could have self-tightening sleeves to
stop contamination of the clean room
environment. It consisted of a motor winding up
a string until a push sensor was connected. It
was a surprising and ingenious idea and won
them the prize, despite their 7 minute
presentation only lasting 42 seconds and losing
them a lot of points!
Thomas Maynard was also commended by the
Institute of Engineering and Technology for his
leadership throughout the project and the teams
resilience when things went wrong.

Robot Wars
In January, Mr Doidge took 2 teams of students to take part in the VEX Robotics competition at Colyton
Grammar School. Students were tasked with the design, build and programming of robots to complete
set tasks.
Team 2 came third overall behind the two Sixth Form teams from Colyton Grammar School. It is also
worth noting that they finished on the same number of points as second place but came third on their
automation points. They finished 2 and 3 places above both the Year 10 and 11 teams from Colyton
Grammar, which was brilliant. It was a fantastic result and they should be proud.
Team 1 unfortunately had issues affecting their robot, despite having a similar setup and code to the
other team and their robot stopped working after about 30 seconds in each round. They worked
tirelessly to try and resolve the issue but despite making progress on fixing the problems, finished
bottom of qualifying. Without their problems they would have finished in the top 3 as well.
The event judges commended their teamwork and communication skills while trying to resolve the
issues.
Our teams were once again the youngest there and are a credit to our school.
Students participating in this event were:
Mary Scorer, Tallulah Henshaw, India Newton, Mya Stevens, Sid McDermott, Oliver Boatman
William Lee-Kouasi, Aidan Mangan, Thomas Allen, Alfie Ayre

Motivation!

In March we welcomed Stephen Seki into assembly
to talk to our Year 9 students. Stephen grew up in
poverty in Uganda in a farming community, with very
little schooling and no parents. He moved to
England to join his mum at the age of 10. When he
first arrived he spoke no English.
When he was asked what he wanted to be when he
grew up he said pharmacist, thinking it was a fancy
word for farmer. He was discouraged and told he
wouldn’t achieve his dreams; that made him decide
that he would! Steven has overcome many obstacles
to achieve his ambition and is now a pharmacist.
His talk was amazing, and the atmosphere was
buzzing and both students and staff were enthralled
by his story. By the end, we were all on our feet,
chanting his affirmations. He was absolutely
awesome!

Coachbright mentors from the University of Exeter
have been working with Year 9 students this term.
Early next term they will hold a graduation
ceremony at the University.

Year 5 Maths
24 students from five different primary schools
came to Isca after school this term to take part in
the Year 5 Isca Maths Masterclass.
Brains were put to the test and many biscuits
eaten! Logic puzzles stumped many to start with
but with perseverance our brave year 5s made it
through. Congratulations go to Clyst Heath and St
Leonards, who were our joint winners of the end
of course ‘Mighty Maths Quiz’.
Many thanks to Mrs Motti and Mr Mills for giving
their time and energy to our visitors this term, and
to their team of Year 7 and 8 helpers who were an
invaluable help at each session.

Exe Valley Challenge 2019
The annual Exe Valley Challenge returns on Sunday 30th June for the
tenth year, and we are now recruiting teams to take part.
Our Year 7 students were training in very damp conditions on Friday 5th
April in preparation for the 10 mile route, so well done to them!
Mini-walkers in Years 2 and 3 can apply to walk a 5-mile course, there is
a seven-mile route for those in Years 4 and 5, with Year 6 set the
challenge of the 10 mile route.
Details are being sent out to Primary Schools and can also be
downloaded from the Isca Academy website.

The Art of the Trenches
Mrs Adams’ Year 8s have been building trenches to complement their work on the key features of British
trenches in World War One. All students were asked to produce a ‘model’ with few other instructions and
this year’s entries have been phenomenal, with models ranging from Minecraft and Lego to intricately
placed Shreddies representing sandbags! Prizes have been awarded for historical accuracy, creativity
and level of effort. All entries received 5 House Points.

Summer Term Extra Curricular Sports

After School
3.15-4.30

Starting the week beginning 22/04/19
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Cricket Club
All Years
AG

Multi Gym
All Years
LJC

Multi Gym
All Years
GH

Athletics Club
Years 9 & 10
AG & KG

Tennis Club
All Years
GH

Rounders Club
Years 9 & 10
CT

Athletics Club
Years 7 & 8
LJC & AG

Rounders Club
Years 7 & 8
CH

Softball Club
All Years
TW
Horizon Academy
Martial Arts Club
External leader
Zak Reed

Multi Gym
All Years
GH

Ten Tors
This seasons training has been pretty straight forward with participating students eventually accepting
the various walking and camping conditions along with the early starts (!) that are normal for this event.
The weather has been mostly kind however in what was supposed to be a break from the Moors, their
trip to Cornwall for a beautiful ramble along the coastal path turned into a nightmare scenario when
during the night, the wind on the campsite became apocalyptic with students and staff retreating to the
minibuses for shelter as their tents took a battering! With 1 training walk left after Easter, all the teams
are shaping up nicely – roll on May 11th.

Exmoor Challenge
Year 8 students have now participated in 3 training walks and all have adapted well to the additional
mileage required for this event when compared to EVC. All the Year 8’s appear to be well motivated
and up for some adventurous walking, which has included fording a stream which was a little higher
than expected. Their recent visit to the East Devon countryside allowed them to put their navigation
skills to the test and with 1 more training walk after Easter, there are high hopes of some silverware
coming Isca’s way on May 4th.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards
With our largest group of Year 9’s participating in the Bronze award, approx. 84 students – we are now
actively planning for the forthcoming expeditions in East Devon and the South Hams. In addition,
2018 - 2019 has seen a record number of Isca students completing either their Bronze or Silver award
– 81, which is a remarkable achievement and demonstrates how students value the benefits of the
award scheme. Well done everyone.

Summer Term Calendar
1st half of term
Half term holiday
2nd half of term

Tuesday 23 April - Friday 24 May
Monday 27 - Friday 31 May
Monday 3 June - Friday 19 July

April 24th
April 24th/26th
April 25th
April 25th (5 - 7)
April 27th - 28th
April 28th

Year 10 Parents Evening
Year 9 Geography Fieldwork trips
Coachbright Graduation
Exeter College Expo (Year 10 and 11)
Ten Tors Weekend Camp
Exmoor Challenge Training

May 2nd
May 3rd
May 4th
May 10th - 12th
May 13th
May 17th/18th, 19th/20 th
week of May 20th
May 24th

Year 8 Parents Evening
Year 8 Jurassic Coast Challenge training walk
Exmoor Challenge
Ten Tors 2019
Start of GCSE exams
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expeditions
Interhouse Sports: Cricket, Softball, Rounders
Exe Valley Challenge training walk

June 11th/12th, 17th/18th
June 12th
June 14th
June 20th
June 21st
June 24th
June 26th
June 28th
June 30th

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expeditions
Exeter Arena inter-schools Athletics
Exe Valley Challenge training walk
Year 11 Leavers Assembly and Prom
Jurassic Coast Challenge
Primary Music Day
Isca Underground 2019
Sports day
Exe Valley Challenge

July 1st - 5th
July 2nd
July 4th
July 5th/6th , 17th/18th
July 8th - 9th
July 15th
July 19th

Year 10 Work Experience Week
Year 6 Transition Evening
Year 6 Transition Day
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expeditions
Enrichment Week
Exe Valley Extreme 2019
Last Day of Term

Contact Us
Isca Academy
Earl Richards Road South,
Exeter EX2 6AP
Tel: 01392 204082
Email: adminoffice@iscaexeter.co.uk
Keep up to date with the latest
news and information
at www.iscaexeter.co.uk

@iscaexeter
@iscatrips
Isca Academy

Parents, please make sure we have your current
mobile phone number and an email address.

