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WHAT IS A KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER? 
 

Your mind is split into two parts: the working-memory and the long-term memory. 
Everybody’s working-memory is limited, and can very easily become overwhelmed and this 
is known as overload. Your long-term memory, on the other hand, is effectively a limitless 
storehouse for information. 

 

You can support your working memory by storing key facts and processes in your long-term 
memory. These facts and processes can then be retrieved to stop your working memory 
becoming overloaded: 

 

Let’s look at an example, the basic number fact: 7 x 8 = 56 

If you can instantly recall that 7 x 8 = 56, your working memory has more space 

to think about a more difficult problem, like 37 x 8. The answer of 56 comes 

effortlessly, and you can focus on 30 x 8, then add the product to the 56 in your 

head.  

If you do not know that 7 x 8 = 56 straight away, you are more likely to become 

confused and frustrated. Being able to very quickly recall key facts is a way of 

hacking your working memory, making thinking about difficult stuff much 

easier. 

 

This booklet contains knowledge organisers for all of your subjects for the Autumn term. 
Each knowledge organiser has the key information, which needs to be memorised to top up 
your long-term memory in order to help you master your subject and be successful in 
lessons. You will be expected to follow the homework schedule on page 4. 
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HOW TO USE YOUR KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER 
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EXPECTATIONS OF YOU 
 

1. Check the schedule on the next page to see which knowledge organisers you should 
use each day for your homework 

2. Complete one full page for each subject on the schedule in your knowledge 
book every day 

3. Use your knowledge organiser after you have finished to 
mark and correct your own work 

4. Sign your self-check sheet at the end of each week after 
you have finished your full page each day 

5. Get your self-check sheet signed by your tutor during 
your knowledge organiser tutor time session 
 

Homework should be TANC. Below is an example of homework that would meet the 
expected standard. If it does, your tutor will sign your log on the morning you are 
working in silence on your knowledge organiser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T on Time 
A Accurate 
N Neat 
C Complete 
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YOUR SCHEDULE 
Below is the homework schedule you will need to follow. You are required to produce a 
minimum of one page per subject in your pink books. 

Week A 
Day Subject 

Monday Maths 
Tuesday Science 

Wednesday History 
Thursday Art/DT/Music/Drama (rotation) 

Friday PE 
Week B 

Day Subject 
Monday English 
Tuesday MFL 

Wednesday Geography 
Thursday RE 

Friday Computing 
 

You will need to sign to confirm you have completed the knowledge organiser homework. 
Your tutor will check this each week.  

Week 
commencing 

Self 
Check 

Tutor 
Sign 

Week 
commencing 

Self 
Check 

Tutor 
Sign 

13/1/2020   24/2/2020   
20/1/2020   2/3/2020   
27/1/2020   9/3/2020   
3/2/2020   16/3/2020   
10/2/2020   23/3/2020   

 

You will notice on each knowledge organiser that there are green and blue edged boxes 
with text in. Text in a green edged box is key vocabulary you need to learn and writing in a 
blue edged box are the key concepts/knowledge you will need to learn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary will 
be written in a 
green edged box 
like this. 

Key concepts/ideas 
will be written in a 
blue edged box like 
this 
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Language Paper 1: Adventure writing 

Conventions of the Adventure Genre: 

 

 

 

The 5 ingredients for amazing writing. Use this as a checklist throughout 
the writing stages, list them in your plan, tick off each ingredient as you 
write and check back when you have finished. 

ALWAYS PLAN! 
1. Use powerful and ambitious vocabulary 
2. Use a range of language techniques 
3. Use a range of punctuation ; ! ? 
4. Vary your sentences: long, short and ly, ing and ed sentence starters 
5. Structure: paragraphing, one line paragraphs, cyclical structure, 

Drop, zoom, flash, end. 

Build description by using the 5 
senses: 

Show, don’t tell: think about how you 
can use description to hint at something 
rather than explicitly telling your reader 
e.g. Unable to hold her hand steady she 
tentatively reached out. – this shows a 
reader that the character is most likely 
feeling nervous or lacks confidence. 

 
You need to use a range of language devices. 
Plan where and when you will use them before you start: 
 
Simile – comparison using like or as 
Metaphor – comparison saying one thing is another 
Personification – giving inanimate objects human qualities  
Juxtaposition – two things with contrasting effects placed close to each other 
Cyclical – a repeated idea / word (at the beginning and end of a text/extract) 
Imagery – created a picture in the reader’s head 
Foreshadowing – a hint or indication of something to come 
Focus shift – the focus of the writing changes 
Adjectives – describing words 
Verbs – action or state 
Adverbs – describes how the verb is done 
 
 

The beginning of a text 
Initially… 
Instantly… 
As the text develops  
Over the course of the text… 
Plausibly… 
Perhaps… 
Evidently… 
What stands out? 
Interestingly… 
Of importance here is… 
This idea is accentuated… 
This is further emphasised… 
This is reinforced… 
This is juxtaposed against… 
What else could it mean? 
In addition… 
It is worth considering… 
At a deeper level…  
The ending of the text 
Consequently… 
Towards the end of the text… 
Ultimately… 

The Isca Way 

Use these words and phrases in whichever 
order to analyse and respond to the writer’s 
methods: language, structure, character, 
symbol, theme…   

You can use the phrases in whichever order. 
You do not have to use each one in every 
paragraph: 

o the writer uses/establishes…by… 
o this suggests / conveys / depicts / 

portrays… 
o the word / image / phrase “---“ has 

connotations of… 
o at a deeper level / this seems to be a 

metaphor for… 
o This becomes a symbol for… 
o The writer is … challenging / 

delivering a message about / 
advocating… 

o The reader / audience… 

Section A: The reading questions 

Introduce your idea Get the marks  

Key Vocabulary: 

x Explicit 
x Implicit 
x Ragged 
x Livid 
x Perished 
x Ruthless 
x Grasp 
x Fierce 
x Innumerable 
x Apparition 
x Ambiguity 
x Vengeance 

Seething 
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Brief Plot 

Act I: Bassanio asks Antonio for a loan of 3000 ducats. Antonio has to borrow from Shylock, who sets the bond at one 
pound of flesh. Portia complains to Nerissa about the way her father has insisted she find a husband - by choosing 
one of three caskets – and mocks the suitors so far. 

Act II: The Prince of Morocco arrives, chooses the gold casket and so fails to win Portia’s hand. Jessica steals money 
and jewels and escapes from Shlock with Lorenzo. Shylock is enraged. We find that some of Antonio’s ships have 
been lost. The Prince of Arragon arrives and chooses the silver casket so he does not marry Portia either. 

Act III: More of Antonio’s ships have been lost. Shylock says he will have his pound of flesh. Bassanio arrives to woo 
Portia. He chooses the lead casket and is able to marry her – the two declare their love. Nerissa and Gratiano reveal 
their love also. Portia and Nerissa give each man a ring. Bassanio hears that Antonio is financially ruined and leaves to 
help his friend. Antonio is in prison and Shylock will show no mercy. Portia and Nerissa say they are retiring to a 
convent but secretly go to Venice to help Antonio. 

Act IV: Antonio is on trial. Bassanio begs for Shylock to be merciful but he will not rescind his bond, even when 
Bassanio offers 6000 ducats. Balthasar, who is really Portia dressed as a man, arrives to help Antonio. Bassanio offers 
ten time the debt or his own life but Shylock insists on the pound of flesh. Balthasar/Portia insist that the Venetian 
law must be followed. Antonio and Bassanio say goodbye. Shylock is about to cut Antonio when Balthasar/Portia 
reminds him that that no blood is mentioned in the bond so he must not spill a drop. Shylock decides then he will 
take the money but Portia insists that he take the bond. Shylock has to drop the case. He is then punished for 
attempting to take the life of a Venetian citizen. The Duke is merciful and gives Shylock a fine. Bassanio wants to give 
Bassanio/Portia a token of appreciation. Portia asks for the ring, and gets it. Nerissa also gets Gratiano’s ring. 

Act V: Portia and Nerissa arrive home just before their husbands. Bassanio, Antonia and Gratiano arrive and give the 
good news. Portia and Nerrisa ‘find out’ that the men have given away their rings and pretend to be cross. Eventually 
the women give their husbands back their rings and all is revealed. Antonio hears that some of his ships are safely 
home. Lorenzo hears he will inherit Shylock’s fortune. 

 

Key 
vocabulary: 

Judaism 

Usary 

Prejudice 

Fate 

Soliloquy 

Anti-Semitism 

Hierarchy 

Patriarchal 

Dominant 

 

 

 

 

Context 

Usary: Money-lending was considered disreputable 
because Christians believed the Bible forbade it. But most 
merchants would need to borrow money for investments. 

Anti-Semitism: Elizabethans were often anti-Semitic and 
beliefs about Jews being child killers, womanisers and 
smelling strange were common. But most would never 
have met a Jewish person because Jews were expelled 
from England 300 years before. 

            

                                      

 

Shakespeare: The Merchant of Venice 

Characters 
Antonio: A good friend of Bassanio. Kind, generous and loyal: prepared to lose his life for him. BUT he is also unkind 
and anti-Semitic. 
Bassanio: A Venetian nobleman who often borrows from Antonio. In love with Portia. 
Portia: A rich and clever noblewoman who must choose a husband with three caskets. She loves Bassanio and he 
passes the test. She dresses as a man and saves Antonio from Shylock. 
Shylock: A money lender and a Jew. He is angry at his treatment at the hands of the Christians of Venice, 
particularly Antonio. He lends Antonio money with a bond of a pound of flesh. He is eloquent and defends his own 
humanity yet seems merciless and cruel.  
Nerissa: Portia’s lady in waiting and friend. Marries Gratiano and accompanies Portia to Venice disguised as a male 
clerk. 
Gratiano: A friend of Bassanio’s who is very critical of Shylock during the trial. Falls in love with and marries Nerissa. 
Jessica: Shylock’s daughter who falls in love with the Christian Lorenzo. She is ashamed to be Shylock’s daughter, 
elopes with Lorenzo and becomes a Christian.   

 

Motifs: 

The pound of 
flesh (blood-

thirsty 
stereotype of 

Jews) 

Rings (Love 
and 

commitment) 

Caskets 
(father’s 
control, 

deceptive 
appearances) 

 

 

Key Quotations 
“I may neither choose who I would nor refuse who I 

dislike: so is the will of a living daughter curb’d by the will 
of a dead father”. Portia: Act I, Sc. 3 

“If I can catch him once upon the hio, I will feed fat the 
ancient grudge I bear him. Shylock: Act 1, Sc. 3 

“Let the forfeit / be nominated for an equal pound / Of 
your fair flesh, to be cut off…” Shylock: Act 1, Sc.3 

“Alack, what heinous sin is it in me / to be ashamed to be 
my father’s child?” Jessica: Act 2, Sc. 3 

“My daughter, O my ducats, O my daughter!”. Shylock: 
Act 2, Sc. 8 

“I am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not a Jew hands, 
organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions?” 
Shylock: Act3, Sc. 1. 
 
“If you prick us, do we not bleed? Shylock: Act 3, Sc1. 

 
 

 

Themes, Ideas, Questions raised 

Love: friendship, family, romantic 
Prejudice: Jews/Christians; mixed relationships; 
Antisemitism 
Money: mistrust; wealth; theft; generosity 
Women in society: control by father; strong but in secret 
Mercy and Justice: Is there justice at the end of the play? 
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Rounding Decimals: 

Ordering Decimals: 

Multiplying 
and 

Dividing 
Decimals: 

Adding and 
Subtracting 

Decimals: 

Angles 

Decimal
s 
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Invariance: 
A point, line or shape is 
invariant if it does not 
change/move when a 
transformation is 
performed. 
An invariant point ‘does 
not vary’. 

Percentage Change: 

Recurring 
Decimals: 

Percentage

s 

Construction

s 

Transformations 

A to B is an enlargement 
SF 2 about the point (2, 1) 
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Group  Name Physical properties Chemical properties 
1 Alkali metals Soft, relatively low melting points, 

low densities 
1 electron in their outer shell 
Reactivity increases as you go 
down the group. 
React with water to form a metal 
hydroxide and hydrogen gas 

7 Halogens Non metals 
Relative atomic mass increases as 
you go down the group 
Exist as pairs of atoms (called 
molecules) joined by covalent bonds 

7 electrons in their outer shell 
Reactivity decreases as you go 
down the group 
React with metals to form salts 

0 Noble gases Low boiling points 
Boiling point increases as you go 
down the group 

Inert (unreactive) 
Complete outer shell which makes 
them stable 

Year 8 chemistry 
You can use a periodic table to find the number 
of subatomic particles each element has. 
  
The atomic mass number = the number of 
protons and neutrons 
To find the number of neutrons in an atom 
subtract the atomic number from the atomic 
mass  
The atomic number = the number of protons 
and is also the same as the number of electrons. 
This is because all atoms have no overall 
charge, so the number of positive protons must 
equal the number.  

9 SCIEN
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Electronic configurations and the periodic 
table 

The electronic configuration of an element is 
related to its position on the periodic table. 

The links are: 

• the number of circles (shells) in the 
electronic configuration of an element 
is represented in the periodic table as 
the period number that element is 
situated in 

• the number of electrons in the 
outermost shell of an element is 
represented in the periodic table as 
the group number that element is 
situated in 

• the number of electrons in all shells of 
an element is represented in the 
periodic table as the element's atomic 
number 

 

 

The Periodic Table 
The Russian chemist Dmitri Mendeleev was looking for 
ways to organise the known elements. Mendeleev 
published his first periodic table of the elements in 1869. 
Mendeleev arranged the elements in order of 
increasing relative atomic mass. When he did this he 
noted that the chemical properties of the elements and 
their compounds showed a periodic trend. He then 
arranged the elements by putting those with similar 
properties below each other into groups. 
In the modern periodic table, the elements are arranged 
according to their atomic number. 
 
 

 
 
In the periodic table the elements are arranged into: 

• rows, called periods, in order of increasing 
atomic number 

� vertical columns, called groups, where the 
elements have similar properties.  

 

Electron configuration 

An electronic configuration is the way in 
which electrons are arranged in an atom. 

Electrons in shells 

Different shells can hold different maximum 
numbers of electrons. Electrons occupy shells 
starting with the innermost one. They begin to 
occupy the next shell when a shell becomes full. 

The 1st shell can hold a maximum of 2 electrons 

The second shell can hold a maximum of 8 
electrons 

The third shell can hold a maximum of 8 
electrons 

Predicting an electronic configuration 

The electronic configuration of an atom can be 
predicted from its atomic number. For example, 
the atomic number of sodium is 11. Sodium 
atoms have 11 protons and so 11 electrons. 

This electronic configuration can be written as 
2.8.1 (each dot separates one shell from the 
next).  

This electronic configuration can also be shown 
as a diagram 
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Keywords: 
Insoluble – describes a substance that cannot 
dissolve in a solvent. 
Solution – when a substance has dissolved in a 
liquid 
Solute  – the substance that has dissolved in a 
liquid to make a solution. 
Solvent – the liquid the solute dissolves in to 
make a solution 
Soluble – describes a substance that can 
dissolve in a liquid 

Filtration 
Filtration is used to separate 
an insoluble solid from a liquid. Filtration 
works because the filter paper has tiny holes, 
or pores, in it. These are large enough to let 
small molecules and dissolved ions through, 
but not the much larger particles of 
undissolved solid.  

Crystallisation is used to produce 
solid crystals from a solution. When the 
solution is warmed, some of the solvent 
evaporates leaving behind a more 
concentrated solution.  

Paper chromatography is used to separate 
mixtures of soluble substances. These are 
often coloured substances such as food 
colourings, inks, dyes or plant pigments. It can 
be used to find out which colours are mixed 
together. 
How it works 
1. A dot of each mixture is placed on a pencil 
line near the bottom of the special 
chromatography paper.  
2. The bottom of the paper is dipped into the 
solvent. 
3. The solvent carries the coloured substances 
in the mixture of ink or paint  up the paper to 
form a pattern called a chromatogram. The 
substances are carried at different speeds 
which separates them out from each other. 
Rf values 
Rf values can be used to identify unknown 
chemicals if they can be compared to a range 
of reference substances. The Rf value is always 
the same for a particular substance. To 
calculate the Rf value: 
 distance travelled by substance / distance 
moved by the solvent  
The Rf value is always between 0 and 1.  

Simple distillation is used to separate 
a solvent from a solution.  11 SCIEN
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Distinguishing between pure substances and 
mixtures 
Pure substances have a sharp melting point but 
mixtures melt over a range of temperatures. 
This difference is most easily seen when the 
temperature of a hot liquid is measured as it 
cools and freezes. The graph shows the cooling 
curve for a sample of a compound called salol. 
The horizontal part of the graph shows that the 
salol has a sharp melting point, so it is a pure 
substance. 
  

Rate of reaction 

The rate of a reaction is a measure of how 
quickly a reactant is used up, or a product is 
formed. 

Collision theory 

For a chemical reaction to happen: 

x reactant particles must collide with each 
other 

x the particles must have enough energy 
for them to react 

A collision that produces a reaction is called 
a successful collision. The activation 
energy is the minimum amount 
of energy needed for a collision to be 
successful. It is different for different 
reactions. 

 

 

The 
steeper the 
line the 
faster the 
reaction 

When the line on the graph goes horizontal the 
reaction has stopped 

The reaction stops when the limiting reactant runs 
out. 

 

 

 

 
Changing the rate 

Factor How it changes the rate of reaction 

Increase temperature Reacting particles have more kinetic energy so they collide more 
frequently and more successfully 

Increase concentration Reacting particles are more crowded so they collide more frequently 
Increase surface area 
(powder not lumps) 

More particles are exposed leading to more forewent collisions between 
reacting particles 

Increase pressure (gas 
reactions only) 

Reacting particles are closer together and collide more frequently  

Add a catalyst Lowers the activation energy leading to increased successful collisions.  
The catalyst is specific to the reaction is speeds up. The catalyst does not 
get used up 

 

You can 
measure 
the rate 
of 
reaction 
using 
different 
methods 
like 
these 
diagrams 
to the 
left 
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How Ecosystems Function An ecosystem is a natural environment and includes 
the plants and animals that live and interact within 
that environment. Ecosystems are dependent on 
the following abiotic or non-living components: 

x climate - the temperature and amount of rainfall 
are very important in determining 
which species can survive in the ecosystem 

x soil - the soil type is important as this provides 
nutrients that will support different plants 

x water - the amount of water available in an 
ecosystem will determine which plants and 
animals can be supported 

The biotic parts of the ecosystem, which include 
bacteria, animals and plants, have a complex 
relationship with the abiotic components - changing 
one will lead to a change in the other. 

 

The type of plants and animals found in each 
ecosystem depends on the type of climate and soils. 
The harsh conditions of an extreme environment 
mean that only plants and animal species that 
have adapted are able to survive in the area. The 
vegetation, climate and soils are closely linked with 
one another. 

 

Key vocabulary: 

Ecosystem- a group of living organisms interacting 
with the non-living parts of an environment. 

Biome- A biome is a large ecosystem. The Earth 
has many different biomes, with each one 
containing many different living organisms that 
have adapted to the environment. 

Biotic- living things within an ecosystem, e.g. 
plants and animals 

Abiotic- non-living things within an ecosystem 
e.g. water and rocks. 

Climate- Climate is the long-term average of 
weather, typically averaged over a period of 30 
years.  

 

Layers of the tropical rainforest 

 

Global distribution 

 

Tropical rainforest ecosystems Tropical rainforests 
are found between the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, 23.5° north and south of the equator. 

What are rainforests like? The tropical rainforest 
contains far more species of plants and animals than 
any other biome. They cover approximately six per 
cent of the Earth's surface, and because they get 2,000 
mm of rain per year and temperatures range from 
around 27 to 32°C, conditions are wet and hot all year 
round so it is a good environment for growth. 

Why are rainforests important? In some areas there is 
pressure to use rainforest resources to help 
development but this can lead to resources being 
exploited in an unsustainable way. 
Some developers are willing to do anything to make 
money but there would be long-term negative 
impacts for the whole planet. 

 

The rainforests are so 
important because they 
are home to: 

x oxygen - the rainforest 
vegetation takes in 
carbon dioxide and 
gives out oxygen 

x medicines - a quarter 
of all natural 
medicines were 
discovered here 

x undiscovered species 

x food, eg vanilla, 
chocolate, nuts, ginger 
and pepper 

x resources, such as 
rubber and bamboo 

x wood 
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Les vêtements - Clothes     Quel temps fait-il? – What’s the weather? 

je porte… I wear…     Il fait chaud It’s hot 

j’aime porter… I like wearing…     Il fait froid It's cold 

des baskets  trainers Expressions of frequency L’heure - Time Il fait du vent It's windy 

un blouson a jacket (coat) Tu en fais souvent? Do you do it often? Quelle heure est-il? What time is it? Il gèle It's freezing 

un bonnet a woolly hat souvent often Il est… It is… Il neige It's snowing 

des bottes boots quelquefois sometimes midi midday Il pleut It's raining 

une casquette a cap une fois par jour once a day minuit midnight Il y a de l’orage There’s a storm 

des chaussures shoes deux fois twice une heure one o’clock Il y a du soleil It's sunny 

une chemise a shirt toujours always deux heures dix ten past two Quand il pleut … When it rains 

une écharpe a scarf tous les jours every day deux heures et quart quarter past two Present tense phrases 

des gants gloves tous les soirs every evening deux heures vingt twenty past two j’écoute de la musique I listen to music 

un imper(méable) a raincoat le week-end at the weekend deux heures et demie half past two je joue sur ma console I play on my console 

un jean a pair of jeans le matin in the morning trois heures moins le 
quart 

quarter to three je reste à la maison I stay at home 

une jupe a skirt l’après-midi in the afternoon trois heures moins cinq five to three je surfe sur internet I surf the net 

des lunettes (de soleil) (sun) glasses le soir in the evening NEW Present tense irregular verb Faire je télécharge de la 
musique 

I download music 

un maillot de bain swimming costume la nuit at night je fais I do je vais en ville I go to town 

un pantalon a pair of trousers les jeudis on Thursdays tu fais you do (singular) je me lève I get up 

une robe a dress dimanche on Sunday il / elle / on fait he / she / we does je me couche I go to bed 

un short a pair of shorts pendant during / for nous faisons we do J’aime I like 

un sweat a sweatshirt   vous faites you do (plural) Je préfère I prefer 

une veste a jacket   ils / elles font they do   

French  
Year 8 Spring 
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2. Is it ok to gamble? 

YES 

8. Key Questions 
1. What is more important 

‘wisdom’ or ‘intelligence’?  
Give reasons. 

2. To what extent do humans have 
free will?  A lot? A little?       
Give reasons. 

3. “Lying is unethical” Do you 
agree or disagree? Why? 

4. “Stealing is always morally 
wrong” Do you agree? Why? 

5. “We should ban all gambling” 
Do you agree? Give reasons. 

6. “Social Media is more bad than 
it is good” Do you agree? Give 
two points of view. 

- eg. Spreading malicious 
gossip  
- eg. A thief pretending to 
be a plumber 
-eg. A husband cheating on 
his wife 
 

5. Is it ok to lie? 
How do we make good decisions- PART 
1 1. What’s more important? 

WISDOM  or INTELLIGENCE 

Wisdom- (sagacity)- Definition- The use of 
common sense, experience, good judgement. The 
opposite of foolishness, folly, lack of flexible 
thinking, impulsiveness. 

Wisdom- In history- Greek god Athena. 
Plato: “Philosophy is the love of wisdom” 
The Bible: Wisdom is mentioned 222 times in the 
Old Testament and linked to King Solomon. 
 

Intelligence- Definition- The ability to acquire 
knowledge and apply knowledge. It involves logic, 

understanding, reasoning, critical thinking, (artificial 
intelligence in machines), intellectual people.  

Uses of intelligence. But is it wise? 
x Atomic bombs 
x Guns 
x Cars 
x Robots 
x Rockets 

x Aeroplanes 
x Factories 
x Lethal Injections 
x Computers 
x Mobile Phones 

x It’s entertaining 
x It’s often harmless 

Eg. Raffle tickets 
Eg. Cheap lottery tickets 
Eg. Helps charities 

NO 
Encourages Greed 

Leads to 
addiction 

Leads to 
poverty 

Can lead to 
suicide 

Can lead to family break 
up 

Gambling 
companies are 
irresponsible 

It is a selfish 
craving (unethical) 

3. Do we have free will? Or is life pre-
determined? 

FREE WILL- (libertarianism) Ability to choose, 
think and act voluntarily with no constraint. 
Having responsibility for ones actions. 

DETERMINISM- Free will not possible 
o eg We have no control over nature 
o eg We have no control over the past 
o eg God has planned our lives (fate)  

“It was meant to be”  
(So is God to blame for evil people?) 

Are the following Free will? Determinism? 
Or both? 

 Falling off a cliff? 
 Getting heart disease? 
 Reaching your ‘destiny’? 
 Destruction of the planet? 
 Getting cancer? 
 Finding your partner in life? 
 Missing a plane that later crashes? 

4. Is social media a good thing? 
 
 
 
YES 
 
 
 
NO   

x Deepens friendships 
x Increases knowledge 
x Provides fun/leisure 

x Encourages evil trolls 
x Gives ‘fake truths’ 
x Can lead to sex crimes 

x Can be addictive 
x Can encourage 

self-harm 
suicide 

x Gives  
employment 

YOUTUBE 

- eg. Lying to prevent 
feelings being hurt ‘Do you 
like my new dress?’ 
- eg. Lying to avoid being a 
victim ‘Do you have any 
spare change?’ 
- Lying for a positive reason- 
Planning a surprise party 
 

 
 

NO! 
‘Honesty is the 

best policy’ 
 

 
YES! 

‘White lies’ 
- It depends on 
the circumstances 
 

6. Is it ok to steal? 
   YES! 
o Starving people stealing food 
o Stealing small things from family 

members 
o Not paying for car parking 
o Stealing from the rich  eg sharing 

Netflix passwords 
o “Borrowing” someone else’s milk 

etc at work  
NO! 

“There are no victimless crimes”  
o Prices go up for everybody due to 

theft 
o People feel hurt/betrayed 
o Stealing is bad for your soul 
o Big theft is disastrous 
Eg Invading countries 
Eg Robbing the planet 

  7.  KEY WORDS 
o Wisdom (sagacity) 
o Intellectual (a thinking 

person) 
o Free will 

(libertarianism) 
o Determinism (No 

control) 
o Malicious (evil 

intending) 
o Victim (person affected 

by crime) 
o Unethical (wrong) 
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How Do We Make Good Decisions – Part 2 

1. Medical ethics 
(The rights/wrongs 

 of medical aid) 

x Should smokers, alcoholics, drug addicts, 
obese people etc. go to the back of the queue 
for treatment at hospitals?  

x Should helping childless couples through I.V.F.  
be free on the NHS?    

x Should your body be the property of the NHS 
after your death in order to be used for vital 
organ donations eg heart transplants? 

x Should euthanasia (assisted suicide), helping 
someone to die, be legalized? 

No (for example)  

x Animal experiments  
x G.B.H 
x Corporal punishment  

(e.g. torture)  
x Murder 
x Domestic violence  
x The cane in school  
x Knife crime  
x Terrorism  

 

No  

x Peers being competitive in sport 
x Peers setting you an example in the 

classroom  
x Peers being honest with you  
x Friends getting good, well paid jobs  

7. Key words/phrases  

x Ethics (right/wrongs) 
x I.V.F (In vitro fertilization)  
x Euthanasia (assisted suicide)  
x Justified (acceptable)  
x Combat (fighting/taking 

action)  
x G.B.H (grievous bodily harm)  
x Corporal punishment (gIving 

pain)  
x Domestic violence (violence 

at home) 
x Career (long term job)  
x Prospects (future benefits)  
x Conscience (inner feelings of 

right/ wrong)  
x Consequences (Result of an 

action)  

8.  Key questions  

1. When might plastic surgery 
be provided free on the NHS? 

2. Should abortion  be a NHS 
procedure done in hospitals? 

3. “All violence should be 
banned”  Do you agree? Give 
reasons. 

4. Name 5 school rules you like 
or would like. 

5. What would be the best and 
worst decisions you could 
make about a career?   

6. What would be your golden 
rule about making decisions? 

7. How would you rate yourself 
(1-10) on making decisions? 
Why?    

x Should using the NHS be ‘free’ or should we 
have to pay?  

Should our lessons 
link more to our 
future jobs and 
career? 

2. What should be the top 5 factors when 
choosing your career? 

Skill; desire to do the job; parents wishes; 
peer group advice; job availability; the pay; 
is the job local; my qualifications; teacher 
advice; is the job easy; the long term 
prospects?  

1. ______________ 
2. ______________ 
3. ______________ 
4. ______________ 
5. ______________  

 

3. Is violence ever justified? 

Yes (for example)                               

x Hitting animals 
x In war 
x Police marksmen  
x Suicide  
x In self defense  
x In combat sports  
x Smacking children  
x Capital punishment 

 (death penalty)  
 

5.  Is peer pressure always wrong?    

Yes   

x Being encouraged to shop lift  
x Being persuaded to be racist, 

homophobic or sexist. 
x Being led into a violent gang  

x Being told exams are for 
losers 

6. What should be the key school 
rules?  
¾ Uniform or no uniform? 
¾ Early start or late finish? 
¾ Mobile phones or no 

phones? 
¾ Chewing or no chewing? 
¾ Headphones or no 

headphones? 
¾ Homework or no 

homework? 
¾ Longer lunch or shorter 

lunch? 
¾ Detentions or no 

detentions? 
¾ Pupils make rules or not? 
¾ Exams or no exams?  

4. How do you make a good decision?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agree or Disagree      A/D? 

x We should base our decisions on our 
conscience, whether we feel it is right or 
wrong. A/D? Why? 

x We should base our decision on how easy 
something will be. A/D? Why? 

x We should base all our decisions on 
whether we will get money. A/D? Why? 

x  We should base decisions on how it will 
help others. A/D? Why?  

x We should base our decisions on what the 
consequences will be. A/D? 

       Why?  

19 RE 



 

 

Photoshop Skills 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Different file types 
BMP 
JPG 
GIF 

PNG 
TIF 

 
 

Key vocabulary  

Photoshop  Adobe Photoshop is a raster graphics editor developed and 
published by Adobe Systems. 

Layer  In graphics software, a layer is the term used to describe the 
different levels at which you can place an object or image file. 

Magic wand  A tool which can be used to create transparent backgrounds. 
Clone stamp Allows you to duplicate part of an image. 
Clipping  
mask A clipping mask is a group of layers to which a mask is applied. 

Rasterise  Rasterising a Photoshop layer converts a vector layer to pixels.  
Bitmap A bitmap graphic is composed of many tiny parts, called pixels. 
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Year 8 MUSIC 
Knowledge Organiser 

Samba 

Samba was invented in Brazil in 1930 
by Ismael Silva and contains elements 
of musical traditional from South 
America and Africa. It is traditionally 
performed at carnivals and street 
parties especially just before the 
Christian period of Lent 
(January/Febuary).  

A samba band will have many 
different percussion instruments 
playing different rhythms at the same 
time. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

Samba Key Words: 

Polyrhythms – Different rhythms being played at the 
same time. 

Syncopation – Rhythms which accentuate the offbeat 
rather than the main beats. 

Call and Response – Leader’s rhythm is answered by 
a different rhythm from the rest of the band. 

Tempo – The speed the rhythm is played at.  

Ostinato – A repeated melodic or rhythmic pattern. 

Surdo –A large bass drum which is struck 
 with a beater on the drum head or on the 
 side.   

 

 

Tamborim – Similar to a tambourine but  
has no ‘jingly bits’. Is played by being hit  
with a special beater.  

Agogo – A percussion instrument with 
 two metal bells or cones. It 
is played with a beater.  

 

Ganza – A metal shaker.  

 

 

Music Technology: 

With software like Garageband or Reaper you now have a 
recording studio in your home computer. This software 
will let you record sounds or use a midi keyboard to play 
virtual instruments on your computer. 

Some DJs (e.g. DeadMaus) use music technology as an 
important part of their live performances.  

Composers such as Hans Zimmer use DAW software for 
everything from experimenting with ideas to creating 
notated scores for orchestras to play from.  

 
Music Technology Key Words 

DAW – Digital Audio Workstation. Software which allows you 
to sample, sequence and use virtual instrument to create 
music. 

Sampling – The recording of sounds (samples) for use in a 
piece of music. Examples include James Brown’s drumbeats 
being sampled and reused in hip hop songs. 

Sequencing – Using a DAW to arrange audio files into a piece 
of music. 

Virtual Instruments – Computer program which make sounds 
like a real instrument e.g. violin. 

MIDI – A way for electronic instruments to talk to each other 
(including computers). 

Texture – Refers to how many tracks there are in the music. 
More tracks gives a thicker texture. 

 

Pop Key Words 

Verse – Moves the story forward or 
expands on the central theme 

Chorus – Repeated section usually 
highlighting the central theme. 

Bridge – Contrasts with verse and 
chorus 

Inversions – The notes of a chord 
arranged in a different order. 
Creates a smoother progression. 
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Year 8 
DramaImprovisation 

Improvisation is any work in Drama 
where you do not have a script.  

Spontaneous Improvisation: You are 
making up your performance on the 

spot. 
Polished improvisation: You do not 

have a script but you repeat and refine 
a scene before performing it. 

Given Circumstances: These are the 
things you know about your character 
and the situation they are in. You use 
these to inform your improvisation. 
Objective: The thing your character 

wants to achieve, this can also be 
called their motivation. 

Staying in role: Stay focussed and 
present your character to the 

audience without letting your own 
feelings show. 

Physical theatre 
Physical theatre is any work in drama in 

which your body is the main tool for 
communicating with the audience. 

Abstract: Not trying to show reality, 
Physical theatre can be quite strange, you 

are never trying to show how people 
behave in real life you might be exploring 

ideas and stories in an unusual and 
creative way. 

Using actors as set: Usually by using 
actors bodies, you can create any object 
you need on stage.  To do this effectively 

you will need balance, strength, 
coordination and cooperation. 

Mechanical, repetitive, movement: turn 
every day movements into a synchronised 
robotic rhythm that is engaging for your 

audience. 
Transitions: How you move from one 

moment to another is really important in 
physical theatre. It is part of the 

performance and should be interesting to 
look at 

Script for Physical Theatre Assessment, 
Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 

1. As Gregor Samsa awoke one 
morning from uneasy dreams. 

2. He found himself transformed in 
his bed into a gigantic insect. 

3. His numerous limbs, which were 
pitifully thin compared to the rest 
of his bulk, waved helplessly 
before him. 

4. What has happened to me? 
5. He thought. 
6. It was no dream 
7. He looked at the alarm clock, 

ticking on the shelf 
8. Half past six and the hands were 

quietly moving on. 
9. Gregor! Gregor! 
10.Said a voice 
11.That gentle voice 
12.It was his mother’s. 
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Cooking and Nutrition 

Food for Life 

Cooking Skills Key words: dice, slice, whisk, zest, juice, 
yeast (micro living organism helps bread to rise, 
gluten(protein helps bread to rise) knead (stretches out 
gluten in bread making process, prove (bread left at 
room temperature yeast lets off carbon dioxide and 
helps to rise), re-hydrate, starch, rubbing in method, roux 
method, all-in-one method, melt, layer, fry, boil, simmer 
Equipment:  electric whisk, food processor, measuring 
jug, juicer, frying pan, saucepan. 
Knowledge: Food choice, food provenance, recipe 
modification, dietary needs.  

Key Food Preparation and Cooking Processes 
  

 
 
  

Essential Nutrients 

1. Protein 
2. Fat 
3. Carbohydrate 
4. Vitamins 
5. Minerals 

PLUS Water and Fibre (neither 
are nutrients but are required for 
a healthy diet). 

Proving 

Baking – dry heat, no oil.  Minimal vitamins are lost 
 

Cooking Methods 

Frying – in a frying pan with oil, gives texture, flavour 
and colour to food.  Dissolve fat soluble vitamins. Use 
healthier oils (olive, rapeseed) 
 
 

Boiling – in a saucepan 100°c to cook pasta/vegetables 
(water soluble vitamins (c) get lost in water). 
 
 

Simmering – after boiling in a saucepan of water to cook 
gently. Vegetables, pasta, sauces etc. Multicultural Foods 

Pizza and Lasagne- Italy 
Curry - India  
Scones - UK 

Wider thinking / further reading: 
www.foodafactoflife.org.uk   
 

Modify a Recipe – different diets 

  
We could improve the nutrition 
by: 

• Adding vegetables to the 
sauce – more fibre, 
vitamins, minerals 

• Adding a protein 
(meat/fish etc) 

• Making a homemade 
sauce 

• Make vegetarian/vegan, 
less fat, ethical reasons 

• lean meat (remove fat), 
less fat 

• Semi skimmed milk – less 
fat 

• wholemeal pasta (more 
fibre) 

• Use healthier oils, 
margarine instead of 
butter 

• Low fat cheese  
• Lactose free ingredients 

HOMEMADE V 
FAST FOODS 
Homemade - 
positives 
Know what’s in it 
Lower fat, sugar and 
salt 
No artificial 
additives 
Choose own 
ingredients – know 
their food 
provenance 
Energy used in 
making 
Fast food - 
negatives 
High in sugar, fat 
and salt 
Artificial additives 
Not fresh 
Throw away utensils 
etc 
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Carbon 
Steel 

Aluminium 
Bauxite 

Stainless 
Alloy 
Ore 

Compression 
Ductile 

Malleable 
Oxidisation 

Ferrous 
 

(Look up the 
meanings of 

these words). 

METALS 
 

NON-FERROUS METALS - Metals that do not contain iron.

 

Bauxite Ore to Aluminium

 

Recycling aluminium takes only 5% of the energy required for 

 producing the primary metal. 

About 75% of all aluminium ever produced is still in use today. 

 

 

FERROUS METALS - Metals that contain iron.

 

Iron Ore to Steel  

 Methods of fixing 
or 

joining metals 
x Bolting 
x Riveting 
x Welding  
x Brazing 
x Soldering 
x Spot 

welding 

Manufacturing 
processes 
x Casting 
x Grinding 
x Machining 
x Forging 
x Extrusion 

The word ‘metal’ comes from the ancient Greek word 
‘metallum’ which means to mine, excavate or extract 
from the ground.  
Prehistoric man used metals to make tools and 
weapons. 

 
 

Ductile metals  

Will stretch without being damaged.  

Can be drawn or stretched out into long wires 

Copper is highly ductile and can be drawn into 
long, thin wires 

Malleable metals 

Can be hammered into a shape without breaking 

Can be rolled or pressed into sheets 

Will deform under compression 
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Year 8 Art and Design. 

Objects and Viewpoints 
I am open minded and curious to learn about and understand new art styles and 
techniques. I am confident to play with ideas and processes whilst making style 
choices. 

Experimental drawing: You will find it 
exhilarating to experiment with new ways of 
drawing and looking at something. Embrace 
the unknown and enjoy the wonderfully 
weird and imperfectly beautiful results that 
you create. Arrange your own still life and 
find something interesting to look through. 
This could be anything from close up to 
looking through a sheet of bubble wrap 

Key vocabulary 

3D, view, space, place, point of 

view, perspective, viewpoint, 

distance, line. Shape. Tone. 

Texture, detail. Light/Shade. 

Intensity. Size, Proportion. 

Division, beauty. Game, 

experiment, realistic vs abstract, 

confusing, fragmented, 

alternative, layered, overlap, 

angles, geometric, interesting, 

imperfect, hint, suggestion, 

transformation, Context, 

information, sources, still-life, 

genre, Style, visual features, 

visual effects, Paris, France, 

Europe, avant-garde, cafes, 

WWI, society, fashion, city life, 

standards, corset, suffragette, 

photography, auction, collecting, 

financial value, art market, layout, 

presentation, interpretation, 

response, viewfinder, selection, 

enlargement, accuracy, 

proportion, division, placing, 

measuring, scale up, zoom in. 

 

 

  

New techniques and processes: Experimental drawing, overlapping drawing, cubist style, watercolours, mixed media collage, hand 
stitch  
Tools: Pencil, colouring pencil, brush, sewing needle, scissors, viewfinder, tracing paper  

Still-life: You may think that you 
won’t be able to do it, but you will 
be amazed at how good you get 
at drawing a still-life during this 
project. You will be taught how 
to draw accurately and how to 
abstract. You will be taught to 
notice more than the obvious. 
Set up your own still-life and 
practice drawing accurately what 
you see. Look closely at shape, 
size, angle, detail, light source 
and tone. 

Viewpoints: You will love 
experimenting with different 
ways of looking at a still-life. For 
example, you can change the 
angle, look through a magnifying 
glass or even bubble wrap! Set up 
your own still-life and 
experiment with different ways 
of looking at it by taking photos 
and drawing what you see each 
time. 

Discovering art styles! It is fascinating to 
see the work of other artists (yes, you too 
are an artist!) and learn about their 
inspirations, styles and techniques. You will 
be inspired by how your own style, skill and 
ideas transform whilst you explore the 
artist and the art style. Find an artwork that 
includes a still-life and research about it and 
the artist. Then have a go at creating your 
own 

Stretch and Challenge: The more you do something, the 
better you get at it! 
1. Arrange you own still-life and take photos of it using a 
range of different viewpoints (be experimental). Print out, 
present on paper and draw from them. 
2. Complete the tasks written in green 
 

Image sourced from Google  

Image sourced from Google  

Images sourced from 
Google  
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Types of Movement 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Skeleton- Bones to learn 

 

Functions of the skeleton 

Remember the acronym: 
Scary Skeletons Make Many People Petrified 

Function Description 

Support Bones keep us upright and support muscles and 
organs. 

Shape Skeleton gives us our height and build. 

Mineral Storage Bones store minerals such as calcium and 
phosphorus. 

Movement Muscles attach to and pull on bones to produce 
movement. Bones act as levers. 

Protection Bones protect vital organs – eg Cranium protects 
brain, ribs protect heart and lungs. 

Production of red 
blood cells 

Inner marrow of bones produces red and white 
blood cells. Red cells carry oxygen, white cells 
fight infections. 

 
Joint  
terms 

Key term Description 

Joint Place where 2 or more bones meet. 

Synovial joint Type of joint. Contains synovial fluid. 

Cartilage Covers ends of bones. Reduces 
friction. 

Synovial fluid Lubricates the joint. 

Capsule Tough tissue surrounding joints. 

Ligaments Connects bone to bone. (L for Link) 

Tendons Connects bone to muscle. Remember 
MR T and his muscles! (T for tendon) 

Dislocation When bones at a joint separate from 
their normal position. 

Bursae Fluid filled bag that helps reduce 
friction. 

 

Skeletal System 
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We would always encourage you to speak to the people you live with or someone in school if you have a worry or a problem. If you can’t, or you want to read more about 
an issue affecting you or someone you know, here are some useful websites and phone numbers. They offer free, confidential advice and support. 

General  

Childline—www.childline.org 

0800 1111 

Offers information and advice, 1-2-1 confidential 
chat (text, email, phone) and support from 
message boards on a wide range of issues. 

This website is one of the most useful you will 
find and can direct you to help or information 

about all the other topics mentioned here, and 
more... 

Health 

School nurse—07520 631722  

Text only for confidential advice 

National Health Service—www.nhs.uk 

Research and useful information on health issues 

Walk-In Centre, RD&E Hospital—01392 411611 

Non-urgent and sexual health needs 

Walk-In Centre, 31 Sidwell Street—01392 
276892 

Sexual health 

Mental Health and well-being 

Samaritans—www.samaritans.org  

Call 116 123 for emergency help 

Email jo@samaritans.org (response within 24 
hours) 

Papyrus—papyrus-uk.org  0800 068 41 41 

Urgent help for you or someone you know 

YoungMinds—youngminds.org.uk  

Text YM to 85258 for urgent help 

Happy Maps—www.happymaps.co.uk 

Advice on everything from sleep problems 
to anxiety, bullying, self-harm, coping with 

divorce, autism, ADHD, gender dysphoria and 
more  

Kooth—www.kooth.com 

Mental health advice and support, live chat 
support 

  

Safety, bullying and abuse 

Child Exploitation and Online Protection 
(CEOP) - www.ceop.police.uk  

Report inappropriate online contact, any 
unlawful misuse of social media, or a child 

protection concern to a trained police officer. 
You can also click this button on your platform: 

  

  

NSPCC—www.nspcc.org.uk 0800 1111 

Information  and help about on- and offline 
abuse 

National Bullying Helpline—
www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk 0845 22 

55 787 

Advice and help about bullying on- and offline 

Healthy relationships 

Thinkuknow—www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

Age-related help and advice about on– and 
offline relationships and consent. 

  

LGBT 

X-PLORE—www.lgbtqyouthdevon.org.uk 

Local support and groups for LGBTQ young 
people 

Drugs and alcohol 

YSmart—ysmart.org.uk 01271 388162 

Information about substance misuse, advice,  

recovery and treatment 

  

  
Homeless, skills, advice, getting your voice 

heard 

Young Devon—www.youngdevon.org  01392 
331 666 

Local support for young people facing a crisis 

If someone’s life is at risk, you should always 
dial  

999 
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