
 

 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

COVID19 Daily Update -19.03.2020 
 
Firstly, I would like to say how incredibly grateful and proud we are of the response from our students and 
parents during this extraordinary time. 
 
As you will be aware, the government announced that all schools will temporarily close from the afternoon 
of Friday, 20 March.  This is the case across all schools in England.  As previously planned, we will continue to 
open tomorrow to students in Year 10 and 11 and to any students in Year 7 – 9 who choose to attend. 
 
In the coming weeks, schools will take on a different role in support of the national efforts to manage 
Coronavirus.  From Monday, 23 March, we will continue to maintain provision for our vulnerable students 
and the children of ‘critical workers’.  As soon as the government has published its definition of ‘vulnerable 
children’ and ‘critical workers’, we will update you further. In the meantime, If your child has, or develops, a 
continuous cough or a temperature, you must ensure that they do not attend school.  This is also the case 
for the children of ‘critical workers’.  We thank you for the support you have already shown in this regard, 
and ask you to continue with your vigilance. We understand that this will be a challenging time for all our 
families and the school will do everything it can to assist over the coming weeks. Plans are in place, outlined 
below, to provide support to you and your children. 
 
Home Learning  
Whilst all necessary steps will be taken to help students be successful on their return to school, it is important 
that students take the opportunity to keep up with their schoolwork while off site to make this unplanned 
time away as productive and constructive as possible in the circumstances. Learning resources will be available 
for your child through Google Classroom, Sparx and Knowledge Organisers. Details of this has previously been 
sent to you and are also available on our website.  

 
We initially set up our online learning for a short-term closure, meaning that teachers would upload work for 
students to complete and then hand in upon their return, and during this time, be available via email for any 
questions. However, in light of the recent indication from the government that schools could be closed for a 
longer period, we are moving to phase two of our online learning strategy. This will involve all students having 
a digital workbook within Google Classroom that is personal to them in each subject. They will work with this 
online, which is basically a digital version of an exercise book. Once the work is complete, their teacher can 
view this work and give feedback on it. A ‘how to’ clip will be available within Google classroom and parents 
and students will be informed when this goes live. In the meantime, all written work, not completed on line, 
should be completed in Knowledge Organiser exercise books.   
 
If your child requires additional resources to complete their home learning i.e. an exercise book, plain paper 
etc, please contact the school via email at adminoffice@iscaexeter.co.uk and we will let you know when and 
how these can be collected. 
 
Free School Meals 
During the closure of our school, we have made provision to ensure that those in our school community who 
are the most vulnerable and are eligible to receive free school meals continue to do so.  
 
Students who are entitled to free school meals will be able to attend school each day to have their lunch 
between 12:00 and 13:00. If, as a family, you have to self-isolate, please contact the school on 
FSM@iscaexeter.co.uk and we can arrange for a food voucher to be delivered to you instead.  
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If you are unsure whether or not your child is eligible to receive free school meals, please visit: 
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 
 
Medication 
If the school holds medication for your child and you will need this during the period of closure, please contact 
us to discuss the collection of the medication at adminoffice@iscaexeter.co.uk 
 
Year 11 Exams 
As you may have seen from the recent government announcement, GCSE examinations will not take place this 
year. We will continue to be advised by the government and Department for Education to ensure that 
students get the qualifications they need. We will share new information on this as soon as it becomes 
available.  
 
In the meantime, our message to students is that their skills and knowledge will not be wasted and they 
should continue to learn and maximise the support available to them so that they are prepared for anything.  
We will be sending out a letter today regarding non-assessed coursework, which is very important. Please 
ensure that your child responds to this letter if received. 

 
Year 8 Options 
In lieu of the Options Information Evening, which was due to take place this evening for Year 8 parents, 
information regarding Year 8 Options will be sent to parents tomorrow.  

 
Trips and Visits  
We are working with our Finance Team regarding refunds for trips and will be in contact with more details in 
due course. Please do not make any further payments relating to trips or activities in the meantime.  

 
Safeguarding  
If you have any safeguarding concerns now or during the period of closure, please contact our Safeguarding 
Lead, Kate Campbell-Bellis on: kcampbell.bellis@iscaexeter.co.uk  
Any urgent safeguarding or child protection matters should be directed to the Devon Multi Agency 
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) directly on 0345 1551071.   
Should you have an immediate concern for the safety or welfare of a child, please call 999 or report any non-
emergency concerns to the police via 101.  
 
We will continue to be in contact via email with frequent updates during this period of closure. Information 
will also continue to be posted on the school website. 

 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 
Miss Aimee Mitchell,  
Headteacher 
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