
 

 

 

 
 
15th May 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
  

COVID19 – Parent Update 15.05.2020 
 

Like all schools, we are trying to unravel the implications of last weekend’s government announcement 
and subsequent guidance to help us to be prepared, including the notion of Year 10 students receiving 
face to face contact with teachers before the Summer holidays. However, as this time, there is no firm 
indication of a timescale on this, particularly while the ease of the lockdown remains conditional on 
controlling the spread of the virus and so much can change so quickly. Please be assured that my primary 
guiding principle in any planning will be to ensure the safety and well-being of both students and staff 
whilst on site, and I need to be confident that this is achievable. Therefore, the advice at this time is that 
children across all year groups should be encouraged to continue with their home learning, making the 
most of the on-line support from their teachers, until further notice. We will obviously inform you should 
there be any developments.   
 
Enrichment 
As mentioned in last week’s letter, a new section has now opened in the Year Group Classrooms of Google 
Classroom for students to access activities aimed at enriching their home learning. These are completely 
optional and there is no expectation that students will complete any of these if they do not wish or feel 
able to. The purpose of these is only to provide some variety and balance in home learning. The activities 
are marked as ‘enrichment’ so that students are clear there is no expectation linked to these. Students do 
not need to return any evidence of undertaking the activities although if they feel justly proud of a project 
they have completed, they are, of course, more than welcome to send pictures or accounts to their 
teacher/tutor/head of year. We will continue to celebrate all of our students’ achievements, whether they 
are directly linked to the curriculum or not. 
 
On that note, I would like to congratulate all our students once more for their fantastic efforts to engage 
with home learning, whatever their circumstances. It has taken a lot of adjustment from everyone and 
they should be exceptionally proud of how they have, and continue to, find ways of coping with the 
changes. There have been many instances of students producing outstanding work, finding resourceful 
solutions to problems, or persevering in the face of difficulty. These successes continue to be shared 
through Virtual Hot Chocolate Friday on our Facebook page so please do take a look.   
 
Virtual Reading Programme 
Reading has become an integral part of school life at Isca Academy, something about which we are both 
delighted and proud. We are very pleased, therefore, to announce that as of this week, we will be offering 
all students the opportunity to engage in daily virtual reading through our new ‘Virtual Reading 
Programme’. This will provide your child access to some of the best literature ever written, along with 
links to resources which complement the curriculum, including challenging themes and vocabulary. The 
books will be read by a range of our teachers from across all subjects - for reading stretches far beyond 
English! We would encourage all students to listen and follow the daily videos posted on our YouTube 



 

 

account for approximately fifteen minutes a day, if at all possible. The link to your child’s year group videos 
will be available via their English Google Classroom and the school website. Videos will be available from 
8.30am Monday to Friday each week, excluding half-term.  

 
Well Being 
We share your primary concern to keep children safe and well at this time. This is paramount in all that 
we do. Current circumstances can affect young people in many ways and our team of tutors are here to 
support should your child want to talk to them. There are also many resources and links available on our 
website and of course, our Studio 71 on Google Classroom. We are delighted to see that an increasing 
number of students are joining and contributing to the Studio. If your child is interested, please ask them 
to select the Classwork tab in Studio 71, then the menu on the left, to access a wealth of well-being 
activities, and there is even a Well-being with Mr Freestone section.  
 
To help gauge the impact of home learning on students’ mental health, the Year 8 anti-bullying 
ambassadors and Miss Marment invited all students in Years 7 to 11 to complete a survey from the Diana 
Award charity. Many thanks to everyone who was able to contribute as this will help to form a country-
wide picture of the issues affecting young people engaged in remote learning and during lockdown more 
generally. 
 
Trips and Activities 
Work has begun to process refunds for cancelled trips up to the end of the Summer term. Actions 
regarding trips taking place beyond that date, such as the France trip, will be considered in due course. It 
will be a long process, with hundreds of individual refunds to be made, so please bear with us. We will be 
starting with on-line refunds and will aim to get all refunds completed over the next three weeks. 

 
It may be that we get more clarity about the way forward as we approach half-term and I will, of course, 
ensure that I keep you up-to-date in next week’s communication. Until then, I would like to thank you for 
your continued support and to wish you all a very good weekend. 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Miss Aimee Mitchell, Headteacher 


